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XML Objectifier Documentation 
 
This documentation covers API for a dual-mode component that converts an XML Document or XML String into a 
JavaScript object. 
 

Modes of operation 
If jQuery is present on the page then component automatically gets added to jQuery namespace and become a plug-in 
(Ex.: $.xmlToJSON(xmlObj)). In case jQuery is not present, XMLObjectifier namespace will be created (Ex.: 
XMLObjectifier.xmlToJSON(xmlObj)). In any mode, component will work exactly the same way and will use same exact 
code base. 
 

Principles of operation 
 
XML Objectifier is capable of processing either XML objects or String. An example of XML object would be an XML 
response from an AJAX request, or any of it’s’ child components such as Node, CDATA, Comments, Text Node, etc. In 
case you’re trying to convert a string, that string will be parsed into an XML object first and then converted. 
 
XML Objectifier recursively works its way through XML DOM tree and builds out a JavaScript data structure that inherits 
named components and hierarchy of original document.  
 
All XML Nodes are stored as Arrays that are assigned to the node name: 
<root><item /><item /></root> -> root.item = [obj, obj] 
All processed attributes are named starting “@” sign: 
<node attr=”test”/> -> node[“@attr”] = “test” 
Text nodes and CDATA elements become “Text” property:  
<node>Test | <![CDATA[Test]]> </node> -> node.Text = “Test” 
Comments get added to “$comments” Array:  
<node><!—- Test --></node> -> node[“$comments”] = [“Test”] 
 
Building Blocks 
Output JavaScript structure is built out of objects such as Root, NodeSet and Node. These objects provide a variety of 
methods that make accessing data fast and easy. Let me describe what each object type is: 

 XMLObjectifier Factory – Singleton class that provides conversion functionality 
 Root – represents a root node of an XML Document 
 NodeSet – represents a sequence of one or more Node objects (<Array>) 
 Node – represents a single node that may have children nodes, attributes, comments, value, etc. 

 

Document Conventions 
 Objects – Classes and Objects of XML Objectifier component 
 <Types> - JavaScript types 
 Object Members – Public methods, functions and properties 
 Function Arguments – Function arguments. [] = optional 
 Reserved Words – JavaScript reserved words 
 Code Examples – Inline code examples 
 Code – JavaScript code 

 



API Description 
 
XMLObjectifier – Singleton object that exposes functions for converting XML to JSON, Text to XML, JSON to XML 
and more. 
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Conversion Analysis 
Source XML: 
<root> 
 <item name=”a”>Test</item> 
 <item name=”b”><![CDATA[Test 2]]></item> 
 <!—This is my comment --> 
 <rows> 
  <row index=”0”> 
   <cell>A</cell><cell>B</cell><cell>C</cell> 
  </row> 
 </rows> 
</root> 
 

te: Public method names are skipped) Output: (No
<Root> {  
  typeOf: “xmlObjectifier”, 
  nodeName: “root”, 
  ns: “”, 
  Text: “”, 
  <NodeSet> item:
    <Node> { nodeName: “

 [ 
item”, ns:””, “@name”:”a”, Text: “Test”, parent: {<Root>}}, 

true,  

  <Nod
 ”, ns: “”, Text: “”, parent: {<Root>}, 

s: “”, Text: “”, “@index”:”0”, parent: {<Node>}, 

}}, 
}}, 
}} 

<Node> { nodeName: “item”, ns:””, “@name”:”b”, Text: “Test 2”, hasCDATA: 
  parent: {<Root>}} 

  ], 
  $comments: [“This is my comment”], 

eSet> rows: [ 
<Node> { nodeName: “rows
  <NodeSet> row: [  

  <Node> {nodeName: “row”, n
 Set> cell: [   <Node
   <Node> { nodeName:”cell”, ns: “”, Text: “A”, parent: {<Node>
   <Node> { nodeName:”cell”, ns: “”, Text: “B”, parent: {<Node>
   { nodeName:”cell”, ns: “”, Text: “C”, parent: {<Node> <Node>
   ]} 
   ]} 
  ] 
} 
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