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COME ON,

YOU LUGS/
WE'VE GOT A
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KIDS! SELL THE WEEKLY WIRE!
o

The newspaper just for Kids like YOU!
_— ALL the important news of the week
FROM AROUND THE WORLD! Sports! Culture! Fun!
A full page of SPECIAL GAMES in every Issue!

WRITE NOW FOR HOW YOU
can collect subscriptions and
deliver THE WEEKLY WIRE
in your neighborhood and
town so you can earn these
valuable prizes:
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Pen & Pencil

Army Set - Air Force Set - Navy Set —
Trucks, Jeeps, Tanks, Cannons Fighters, Bombers, Rockets Battleships, Destroyers, Submarines
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Small Wood-Burning
Typewriter Set

Nurses Set - Toy Stethoscope,
Hypodermic Needle, Magnifying Glass

Harmonica
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Banjo Guitar “Learn The Piano!” Small Accordion : :
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Knitting Needles Phonograph Costume Jewelry




MY NAME 1S BOE LATHAM. T WAS A MARINE. YES, I WAS PROUD, BUT
SOMETIMES I WAS ALSO SCARED. LIKE IN OUR F/IRST BATTLE, LANDING
ON AN ISLAND FULL OF J--- THAT WE HAD TO CLEAR OUT. TURNS OUT,

I WAS A SPECIAL GUY IN MY SQUAD, I SAW A LOT OF ACTION BECAU‘BE

I HAD A SPECIAL WAY OF KILLING THE ENEMY. YOU SEE..

X WAS A FLARE TIIROIVER
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'"WONE OF US HAD SLEPT, KNOWING "THEY COULDN'T KEEP US FROM
WHAT WAS AHEAD FOR US..." TAKING THE BEACH...”
\|




'THE FRONT LINE WAS JUST UP

a2 /A1 "I WAS NERVOUS, AND LIT UP SOME
AHEAD BEYOND THE TREE LINE.." 7

OF THE JUNGLE JUST TO LET THE
BAD GUYS KNOW I WAS THERE...”

ry

"I WAITED BEHIND A TREE TRUNK AsS
THE BATTLE RAGED AROUND ME..."
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/LATHAM! MAKE L

A HOLE AND BE “
READY! WE'LL
., NEED YOU SOON!
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"WHEN THE WOUNDPEPD BEGAN COMING BACK, I
KNEW THE SQUAD HAD GOTTEN BOGGED DOWN.."
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"I WAS FULLY LOADED,
WAITING FOR THE CALL
TO MOVE UP, WHEN I
HEARD THE ORPER...”

"THEY WERE SAFE

BEHIND A WALL OF CONCRETE, WE'RE PINNED DOWN, f
LATHAM. GET AS CLOSE AS You M
CAN AND L/IGHT 'Em UP/! )

ABLE TO FIRE ON US AT WiLL..."
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"I GOT CLOSE ENOUGH TO HEAR THEM
YELLING AND RELOADING THEIR

MG's.”
YOU DIE,
A MARINE!

"THE BUNKER WAS 30 YARDS AWAY,
BUT I COULD COVER MOST OF THAT.
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"“YWN TRAINING, I LEARNED THE
DIFFERENT WAYS TO FIRE MY
WEAFON...”

A STREAM OF LIQUIDP FIRE
CAN BE AIMED TO DELIVER MAXIMUM
EFFECTIVENESS ON A SPECIFIC TARGET--
AS EASY AS COUNTING TO 10. ;

FLAME CAN BLIND
THE ENEMY AND
FORCE HIM BACK.

DO IT, LATHAM! LET )}/
YOUR FIRE FALL! 4
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"HIDDEN AS I WAS, I COULD
SURFPRISE THE ENEMY, IF
ONLY FOR AN INSTANT.”
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"I LET LOOSE MY FIRE AND B
SENT THEM ALL TO HELL...”
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'"THOSE #@%5 HAD PIED FOR THEIR EMPEROR..."

1 B~ ,ff}/
P | I IV ‘_#
(o=l .r"f " Ko
. D)

"I WAS CALLED
ON MANY TIMES
IN THE WEEKS T

"THAT WAS my
JOB. I wAs
A FLAME-

"BUT I FOUND
THEM WITH MY

"THE ENEMY WAS
HIPING ALL OVER
THAT ISLAND."

ANP NOW, OUR NEXT STORY OF...
HEROES UNDPER FIRE...




. KOOL KATZ KOMIX & TREV-VORR’S

ONLY!
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COLONEI-
THUNDERBUTT

—

DOWN THROUGH AMERICAN HISTORY, MANY A BOY HAS ”
BEEN SHAPED BY THE FUN AND EXCITEMENT OF... WAR/ Il‘
READ ALL ABOUT IT, RIGHT HERE IN QUR OWN

K.k.Komix’s THE LEGEND OF FIREFALL!
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T THE G%*#S ARE
| EVERYWHERE, SKIPPER!
WE CAN'T HOLD OUT

HERE MUCH LONGER!

FEY 2

TAlE LEGIEND OF

WAY ACROSS THE OCEAN,
A IN A LITTLE SLIVER OF A
RAIN-FOREST NATION, ATOP [/L-//ANN
d A MounTaIN caLLED HILL 22NN
| 163, SOME AMERICAN BOYS
ARE IN A PICKLE.

270NV,
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f TANGO FOXTROT [EHiN
M B HOTEL MIKE! UNIT S
] H BRAVO X-RAY REQUEST §H
1 ¥ EVAC FROM 1-6-3! HOT ¥

 LZ! 5AY AGRIN! HOT LZ! &
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'/‘_" == :
* DET-CORD: EXPLOSIVE DETONATION CORDAGE,
w LZ: LANDING ZONE FOR CHOPPERS, #%»
*w CHOPPERS: HELICOPTERS,

DUH! FIGURE THIS STUFF OUT YOURSELF!

i FUCKIN' CHARLIE HAS J AM I GOING TO
PR ARTILLERY, SIR! DIE HERE, SIR?

I CAN SEE HUNDREDS OF ‘EM, e
SKIPPER! THEY'RE ASSEMBLING
To ASSAULT OUR POSITION!

HERE COMES OUR
EVAC! POUR YOUR
FIRE ON ‘EM, BOYS!

LAND! THE LZ
IS Too HOT!




COOKIN' EM FROM BEHIND!

JUST WENT AWAN! ’

R HEY! THEIR A'R‘I'ILLERQI ! SOME FLAME THROWER IS

INTO THE THOSE G%$#S - : I CAN'T BELIEVE
CHOPPERS, BOUS! | ARE GETTING p we mape IT! i

GREETINGS, READER, I AM LT, COLONEL
ED “KICKASS"” THUNDERBUTT.
WHAT YOU JUST SAW ACTUALLY
HAPPENED IN VIETNAM.

WHO THE HELL
IS THAT?

j no one knows WHERE THIS W B 1 can Now TeLL vou THAT B I MANY OF vou MAY NOT
FLAME-THROWER CAME FROM, Y THIS wAS NOT THE FIRST B ) REMEMBER THE POLICE
BUT WE IN THE TOP-SECRET f[ TIME FIREFALL SHOWED UP AND ACTION THAT WAS THE E—H
corPs HAVE GIVEN HIM & x| sAveDp THE Lives oF AMERICAN KOREAN WAR... g=——=r]
NAME: FIREFALL! g n TROOPS WHO WERE TRAPPED : :
BY THE ENEMY-- BY ]
KILLING ASIAN MEN. &

WE CHOSE THIS MONICKER I

A BECAUSE, WELL, IT SOUNDS

' DAMN COOL, AND SERGEANT ;

HOT-STICK OR MAJOR BUN- &
BURNER WERE ALREADY TAKEN,




WHERE IT GOT 50 COLD THE GASOLINE FROZE IN THE
JEEPS AND TRUCKS, WHEELS WOULDN'T MOVE. WEAPONS

WOULPN'T FIRE, AT THE WORST POSSIBLE MOMENT...

| IF You cAN'T DIG A
HOLE, FIND A ROCK

THE PASS! TO HIDE BEHIND!
WE'RE WE AIN'T GOING TO
SUR- SURRENDER To NO

ROUNDED! cm-coms
4%

¥ i we courp KR
ONLY CLEAR
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= THE ' ON YOUR FEET,
CHI-COMS P MEN! LoOKS
ARE COMING |  LIKE WE'RE

AT US, CAP! | WALKING ouT

WHAT? &—] NO SIR!
H' oNE ofF our
H sABRE-JETS ==
JUST DROP AN
INCENDIARY?
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{ someoNE LIT UP ALL Lo
THESE CHI-coMms! IT'S A

MIRACLE, SIR!

ONE GI HAD A P4
CAMERRA, HE
SNAPPED A

Bl wWHERE DID THIS HEEEE
BN HERO COME FROM? AN
B9 HOW? THANKS TO OUR

INTELLIGENT DETAIL: |

INFANTRY ORDNANCE
TEAM -- I.D.I.0.T -~
WE THINK WE NOW KNOW...

LOOK SIR! THE ENEMY IS BEING ATTRCKED
FROM BEHIND THEIR OWN LINES!

YES, IT'S TRUE. PHOTO
EVIDENCE SHOWED 4
THAT WHEN OUR BOYS
D weRe TRAPPED BY  {
OUR LEMON-COLORED

; ENEMIES, THE
MYSTERIOUS FIREFALL
APPEARED TO ALLOW

ESCAPE AND SURVIVAL.

¥

THE GOOD WAR! vou & I WE BELIEVE FIREFALL WAS CPL.

KNOW THE ONE -~ MOM AND DAD LATHAM ROBERT FALLSGOOD
TALK ABOUT IT ALL THE TIME. == & MARINE FLAMETHROWER WHO
WORLD WAR DUECE! [ WENT MISSING IN ACTION IN THE

" ; BATTLE OF NO-BIKINI-ATOLL

; HE HAD SERVED WITH PISTINCTION IN THE
KL EXTINCTION OF J%$# SOLDIERS IN BATTLES OF

FRR

BUT IT WAS ON NO-BIKINI-ATOLL
THAT HE DISAPPEARED. |
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RIGHT NEXT T
STREAMED HIS FL

THE ENEMVY IS INSIDE oW

AND WE CAN'T GET
AROUND ‘EM. ANY &)

IDEAS, FALLSGOOD? &

IN NO LESS THAN A DOZEN OTHER
SKIRMISHES, FIREFALL DEPLOVED HIS
WEAPON WITH A STEADY HAND.

0 THE 5LIT, FALLSGOOD
AME, AND THAT WAS THAT.

I HOPE THOSE

WITH THE ATOLL SECURED AT LAST, THE

WHEN A DIRTY ENEMY SNIPER
CRAWLED FROM A HOLE.

RED CROSS
MURSES CAN 4
STAND THE &
WAY I SMELL!

SQUAD WAS RETURNING TC THE BEACH
FOR A HOT MEAL AND JELLY DONUTS..,

14

TO HONOR MY EMPEROR AND SWEETHEART
AT HOME IN NAGASAKI, I MUST FIGHT

THE AMERICAN DOGS TO THE PEATH,
OTHERWISE, I'VE BEEN A CHUMP...
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HIS CROSSHAIRS FOUND FIREFALL, w : o~ THE SNIPERS BULLET HIT THE ONE ,f(_'
HIS TANKS, HIS HOSES... \ Pl o MOST VULNERABLE SPOT ON THE IS

AND THUS IT WAS, AT THE MOMENT OF
TRIUMPH, CORPORAL FALLSGOOD WAS

s
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A PLANE IN THE SK\...
AUGUST 9, 1945

IN A RICE PAPER HOUSE, A JAPANESE GIRL, HOLDS
A PHOTO OF HER SWEETHEART SOLDIER...

( 1 po HoPE ITO
HAS SURVIVED,
THERE ON NO~-
BIKINI-ATOLL. I




THE JAPANESE CITY OF NAGASAKI MET THE SAME
FATE AS HIROSHIMA JUST A FEW DAYS BEFORE,
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B e ARE NOT SURE WHERE O - =y L ¥l | 8RoUGHT To You Y THE GooD FOLKS
FIREFALL WILL APPEAR NEXT-- =+ i AT PO-NOT=-POUT CORPORATION=-=
MAYBE IN BERLIN, OR MOSCOW,

OR A COLLEGE CAMPUS NEAR 7 I - 50
YOU... BUT WHEN FATE HAS OUR {8 ; & ) T
BOYS TRAPPED AND ALL SEEMS M - 5 _ T

LOST == HAVE FAITH...
BETTER LIVING THROUGH
FLESH BURNING CHEMICALS!

o IN FIREFALL!




BASED ON THE DYNAMO FILM BY BILL JOHNSON

NGni SnAUL

THE LATHE OF FIREFALL




v. LATHE: To cut or shape on a machine with a sharp tool.

Iron Bluff, CA.

Eve Knight--
AKA
Knightshade.

She stands
in the middle
of the street.

Her eyes are flickering like
she is in a deep REM sleep.

The woman is sensing--
feeling-- something.




What is it,
girl?... What
trouble is

. chasing you?
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She is floating above -
the searing pavement.

Her Feet slowly rise.
el
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1 Her body spasms
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at mirage rising...

T e RSP
ody shifts left and right.

.5

Knightshade senses the
disturbance behind her.
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The Devil becomes
a tower of flame.

fire.

Where there is smoke [ °

there is...

but of... smoke.
expletive?

( What... the...
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It’
of dirt,
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The Dust-Devil is
growing in size and
speed - and color.




Who is it?
Who?

g
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She somehow muscles-- no, she wills--

ol

blinking, searching, straining to see...

-- her eyes into focus,
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Knight house. —
= Eve Knight is still floating.
2 She has been seeing. Feeling...

- —

Which is not
to say she has

been... sleeping.

Eve Knight

} cannot sleep...
\ She has never
. slept...

Not with her
feeling...

But she can...
float... hover...

- T

She is conscious now. But
she has had a vision. She has
seen the Future. Her Future.
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Checking on...




| Her grandfather Amos Knight. | e

i Around 100 years old. [

He sleeps. |
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To Be Continued.




Knightshade:
The Lathe of Firefall

Scan to read the screenplay:

By scanning the QR code, I acknowledge that I have read and agree to Penguin
Random House’s Privacy Policy and Terms of Use and understand that
Penguin Random House collects certain categories of personal information
for the purposes listed in that policy, discloses, sells, or shares certain personal
information and retains personal information in accordance with the policy. You
can opt-out of the sale or sharing of personal information anytime.
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